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More Conspiracy — Max Holland’s 
report, in the May 15 issue of the 
Washington Spectator, questioned the vari- 
ous conspiracy theories alleged to be behind 
the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy. It stirred angry complaints from a 
few readers that we are part of “the cover-up.” 

Some of the complaints came from members of the 
Coalition on Political Assassinations (COPA), a group that 
held its fourth annual meeting in Washington in June. To 
report on that, we asked Holland, an experienced journalist 
now writing a book on the Warren Commission, to attend 
the conference. What he found was that COPA itself was 
covering up. 

During two days of COPA meetings only two sessions 
were open to the press. Attendance at others required the 
payment of fees that COPA leaders knew would not be — 
and should not be — paid by reporters, any more than they 
would accept fees for attendance. 

In the sessions open to the press, Holland learned that the 
emphasis of this year’s COPA conference was on the assas- 
sination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the new 
hi-tech ballistic tests of the rifle owned by James Earl Ray. 
Ray, who pleaded guilty to killing King, now seeks to with- 
draw his guilty plea at a trial in which he would contend that 
he was an innocent tool of a murder plot by 
others. Ray’s lawyer, William Pepper, told the conference 
that King was killed because his anti-Vietnam war stand 
represented “a serious foreign policy threat to the national 
security state.” 

Some are not, but Holland is careful with his facts. He 
wishes to note that on page 2 of the May 1 5 issue he mis- 
spelled the alias of Charles Ford, a C.I.A. staffer. It is 
Fiscollini, not Siscollini. 

Voluntary Tightwads — The call for an increase in vol- 
untarism and charitable giving (see the Washington 
Spectator, June 1 ) seems to have a way to go to reach far 
into our pockets. 

According to Giving USA, the annual almanac of chari- 
table donations published by the American Association of 
Fund Raising Counsel, Americans gave only i .9 percent of 
their incomes to charity in 1996. The percentage of individ- 


ual giving hasn’t changed much for 30 years. Nearly half of 
it (46 percent) went to churches and religious organizations. 
Citizen contributions to environmental and international 
relief groups actually went down. 

So did contributions to non-profit hospitals. A report in 
the Chronicle of Philanthropy says the rapid pace of sellouts 
by non-profit hospitals to for-profit corporate health care 
chains has put donors to the remaining non-profits in a non- 
giving slump. Some donors to non-profit .hospitals now 
under buyout pressure from national chains are even asking 
that their earlier contributions be returned. 

Let Us Pray — Specifically, let us pray (or hope) that the 
latest proposed amendment to the Constitution goes 
unadopted. 

This one is on the issue of school prayer. The pious hand- 
iwork of Representative Ernest Istook (R-OK), it has the 
blessing of Speaker Newt Gingrich — “it is vital,” he says — 
and an angelic host of the G.O.P leadership. The Christian 
Coalition, which calls the proposed change “the Religious 
Freedom Amendment,” says it will “spend whatever 
resources are necessary to mobilize our grass-roots net- 
work” for passage. Among other things, it would give sec- 
tarian institutions access to taxpayers’ federal money. 

The first 16 words of the First Amendment to the 
Constitution are: “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof. . . .” The Istook proposal. House Joint Resolution 
78, takes 71 words to say forget that: 

“To secure the people’s right to acknowledge God 
according to the dictates of conscience: The people’s right 
to pray and to recognize their religious beliefs, heritage or 
traditions on public property, including schools, shall not be 
infringed. The government shall not require any person to 
join in prayer or other religious activity, initiate or designate 
school prayers, discriminate against religion, or deny equal 
access to a benefit on account of religion.” 

Next, A Supercampus? — Commenting on the ever- 
widening, but still clogged, suburban highways mentioned 
in the June 1 5 issue of the Washington Spectator, a reader in 
New Orleans writes — perhaps in jest — that there is talk 
there of renaming the city’s leading university, Tulane, 
Fourlane University. 
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